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Report on
Workshop on Design Thinking, Critical Thinking, and Innovation Design

Event: Workshop on “Design Thinking, Critical Thinking, and Innovation Design”

Date: January 27, 2025

Organizer: Institution Innovation Council (IIC), Anantha Lakshmi Institute of Technology &
Sciences (ALTS), Ananthapuramu.

Resource Person: Dr. Muralidhar Kurni, Chairman, IIC, ALTS.

Introduction

The Institution Innovation Council (IIC) of Anantha Lakshmi Institute of Technology &
Sciences (ALTS), Ananthapuramu organized a Workshop on “Design Thinking, Critical
Thinking, and Innovation Design” on January 27, 2025, at 03:00 PM in the Seminar Hall.

The workshop aimed to equip first-year students with essential problem-solving and creative
thinking skills crucial for innovation and entrepreneurship. The session provided participants
hands-on experience and interactive discussions to enhance their ability to analyze problems,
ideate solutions, and design innovative products or processes.

The initiative aligns with the IIC’s objective of fostering innovation, creativity, and critical
thinking among young people and preparing them to tackle real-world challenges effectively.

Objectives
e To introduce students to the fundamentals of design thinking, critical thinking, and
innovation.

o To encourage creative problem-solving and analytical skills among students.
o To provide practical insights and hands-on experience in the design thinking process.
e To promote a culture of innovation and entrepreneurship in the institution.

Key Highlights of the Workshop

Inaugural Session:

e  Welcome Address: The workshop began with a warm welcome by Dr. Muralidhar
Kurni, Chairman, IIC, ALTS, who emphasized the importance of design thinking
and critical thinking in fostering innovation and entrepreneurship.

o Keynote Address: Dr. Kurni highlighted the role of structured thinking processes
in problem-solving and discussed how creative approaches can lead to
groundbreaking innovations in various domains.

Interactive Workshop Sessions:
Session 1: Understanding Design Thinking
e Dr. Muralidhar Kurni introduced students to the five key stages of Design

Thinking:
o Empathize — Understanding the user’s needs.
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Define — Identifying and framing the problem.

Ideate — Brainstorming creative solutions.

Prototype — Developing initial models or concepts.

Test — Refining and improving solutions based on feedback.

o The session included real-world case studies to demonstrate the practical
applications of design thinking in various industries.

O O O O

Session 2: Critical Thinking and Problem-Solving

e This session focused on developing logical reasoning and structured problem-
solving approaches through:
o Breaking down complex problems into manageable steps.
o Hands-on exercises to enhance strategic and analytical thinking.
o Interactive discussions on the role of critical thinking in decision-making
and innovation.

Session 3: Innovation Design

e Dr. Kurni led a group brainstorming activity, where students worked collaboratively
to develop innovative solutions for real-world challenges.

o The session emphasized the importance of creativity, iteration, and prototyping in
the innovation process.

Interactive Dialogue with Participants:

o The workshop encouraged active student participation, allowing them to share
ideas, ask questions, and engage in discussions on the significance of critical
thinking, problem-solving, and innovation.

e Dr. Kurni provided insights into practical applications of design thinking in both
academia and industry.

Closing Remarks:

o The workshop concluded with a final address by Dr. Muralidhar Kurni, who
reinforced the importance of continuous learning, creative problem-solving, and
an innovative mindset in shaping future careers.

Participants
e First-year students from various engineering branches at ALTS attended the workshop.

Outcomes
o The workshop gave students a comprehensive understanding of design thinking and
critical thinking techniques, enabling them to approach problems with structured
and innovative solutions. Through hands-on activities and brainstorming sessions,
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participants enhanced their problem-solving skills, learning to analyze challenges
from multiple perspectives. Additionally, the workshop fostered a culture of
collaboration, creativity, and innovation, encouraging students to apply these
concepts in both academic and real-world scenarios.

Conclusion

The Workshop on “Design Thinking, Critical Thinking, and Innovation Design”
successfully achieved its goal of equipping students with essential creative and analytical
thinking skills. The event provided a dynamic platform for young minds to explore and
apply innovative problem-solving approaches. By instilling a design thinking mindset, the
workshop empowered students to think critically, embrace creativity, and develop
innovative solutions for challenges in their academic and professional careers.

Event Photos

Figure 1: Dr. Muralidhar Kurni Explaining Design Thinking Concepts.
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Figure 3: Interactive Session on Innovation Design.
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